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Typical backyard flock housing in rural Maine.  Average flock is 25, range 6-50.   SOM 

requirement that chicks are sold in batches of minimum 6 birds, and mail order hatcheries 

ship a  minimum of 25.

Mixed flocks of egg layers, kept for personal egg consumption and for  the enjoyment of 

keeping a pet that produces edible product without slaughtering it. 
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We see a wide range of housing and conditions under which poultry are kept. Some 

municipalities have regulations on housing and bird numbers and sex of birds.  Roosters 

may be banned for nuisance noise reasons. ( Don’t worry, a rooster is not a necessary 

presence in order for hens to lay eggs, and in fact, hens can store sperm for a month!)
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Poultry raised to provide meat differ significantly from egg-layer breeds. These birds have 

been selectively bred to grow rapidly and put on muscle at an impressive rate.  Under 

optimal conditions where the chicks are provided with complete nutrition, excellent air and 

water quality, with adequate housing, these birds will grow to a marketable weight in just 8 

weeks.  Some strains have been created that take longer to achieve this weight, but do 

better in a pasturing situation, and are able to utilize more forage
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Backyard poultry keepers, whether they have egg layers or meat birds, are constantly 

watching their birds and are very aware when a bird is not acting normally..  
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Healthy birds are bright eyed, smooth feathered, walk erect and are always active and 

often quite vocal. Combs and wattles are red, legs are smooth and yellow (varying shade 

depending on length of lay) and their manure is solid with a white cap.
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Poultry are a prey species- they are frequently the target of a variety of  predators, on the 

ground and from the air.   A sick chicken that isolates itself from the flock is at increased 

risk of being selected by a predator.  Thus, a sick chicken will often show no signs of disease 

until it is moribund or dead. 

Poultry keepers often report that the flock was normal, all healthy, and then suddenly they 

found a dead bird in the morning.    Sometimes it takes a while to figure out if the cause of 

death was a disease process or a predator.   So called “chicken wire” as we see in this pen is 

OK for keeping chickens IN, but will not keep some voracious predators such as weasels 

OUT.  Note fencing lifted up….
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